1

OU Parsha shiur 2022-2023
Shiur 3-Chayei Sara

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

A Parsha in Perspective

l. The Test
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1 And it came to pass after these things, and God did prove Avraham, and said to him:
'Avraham'; and he said: 'Here am |.
2 And He said: 'Please take your son, your only son, whom
you love, Yitzchak, and go to the land of Moriah; and bring him there for an offering upon one
of the mountains which | shall tell you.'
3 And Avraham woke up early in the morning, and he saddled his donkey, and he took two of
his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt-offering, and he
rose up, and he went unto the place of which God had spoken to him.

Il The Puzzle
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22 And it came to pass at that time, that Avimelech and Phicol the captain of his host spoke
unto Avraham, saying: 'God is with you in all that thou do.23 Now swear to me here by God
that you will not deal falsely with me, nor with my son, nor with my son's son; but according to
the kindness that | have done to you, you shall do to me, and to the land in which you have
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sojourned.' 24 And Avraham said: 'l will swear.' 25 And Avraham reproved Avimelech because
of the well of water, which Avimelech's servants had violently taken away. 26 And Avimelech
said: 'l know not who has done this thing; neither did you tell me, neither yet heard | of it, but
to-day.' 27 And Avraham took sheep and oxen, and gave them unto Avimelech; and they two

made a covenant. 28 And Avraham set seven ewe-lambs of the flock by themselves. 29 And
Avimelech said unto Abraham: 'What mean these seven ewe-lambs which you have set by
themselves?' 30 And he said: ‘Because you are to take these seven ewe-lambs from my hand,
that it may serve me as testimony, that | dug this well.' 31 Therefore that place was called Beer-
sheva; because there the two of them took an oath. 32 And they entered into a covenant at
Beer-sheva; and Avimelech rose up, and Phicol the captain of his host, and they returned to the
land of the Philistines. 33 And Avraham planted a tamarisk-tree in Beer-sheva, and called there
on the name of Hashem, God of the universe. 34 And Avraham sojourned in the land of the
Philistines many days.

lIl. The Struggle to Understand
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Rashi: Apparently not discerning a satisfactory pshat approach Rashi resorts the Midrash the

redefines the word D'2T to mean “words”...

Numerous other commentaries ignore the question completely

IV A Radical Approach Rooted in Pshat
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Rashbam: unwilling to move from the pshat the Rashbam draws a connection between the
Akeida and the preceding covenant...
Earlier events may support the Rashbam’s approach...
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9 And Sara saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne unto Avraham, making
sport. 10 And she said to Avraham: 'Cast out this maidservant and her son; for the son of this
maidservant shall inherit with my son, with Isaac.' 11 And the thing was very grievous in
Avraham's sight on account of his son.
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IV The Impact
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1 And the life of Sara was a hundred and seven and twenty years; these were the years of the
life of Sara. 2 And Sara died in Kiriat Arba--the same is Hebron--in the land of Canaan; and
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Avraham came to eulogize Sarah, and to weep for her. 3 And Abraham rose up from before his
dead, and spoke unto the children of Heth, saying: 4 'A stranger and a citizen am | with you:
give me a possession of a burying-place with you, that | may bury my dead out of my

sight.' 5 And the children of Heth answered Avraham, saying to him: 6 'Hear us, my lord: a
prince of God are you in our midst; in the choicest of our burial places bury your dead; none of
us will withhold from you his burial place, from burying your dead.' 7 And Avraham rose up, and
bowed down to the people of the land, to the children of Heth. 8 And he spoke with them,
saying: 'If it is truly your will to bury my dead from before me, hear me, and intercede for me
with Ephron the son of Zohar. 9 And let him grant to me the cave of Machpelah which is his,
which is at the edge of his field; for the full price let him give it to me in the midst of you for a
possession of a burying-place.' 10 And Ephron was sitting in the midst of the children of Heth;
and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the hearing of the children of Heth, for all who
came to the gate of his city, saying: 11 'No, my lord, hear me! | have given you the field, and the
cave that is therein, | have given it to you; in the view of the children of my people | have given
it to you; bury your dead.' 12 And Avraham bowed down before the people of the land. 13 And
he spoke to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land, saying: 'But if you only would hear
me: | give the price of the field; take it from me, and | will bury my dead there.' 14 And Ephron
answered Avraham, saying to him: 15 'My lord, hear me! Land worth four hundred shekels of
silver,-between me and you-what is it? Bury your dead.' 16 And Avraham heeded Ephron; and
Avraham weighed out to Ephron the silver, which he had named in the hearing of the children
of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, in it negotiable currency. 17 And Ephron’s field, which
was in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the field, and the cave which was therein, and all
the trees that were in the field, which were in all its surrounding boundaries, were

confirmed 18 unto Avraham as a purchase in the view of the children of Heth, among all who
came to the gate of his city. 19 And after this, Avraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the
field of Machpelah before Mamre, which is Hebron, in the land of Canaan. 20 And the field, and
the cave that is therein, were confirmed as Avraham’s for a possession of a burying-place from
the children of Heth.
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1 And Avraham was old, well on in years; and Hashem had blessed Abraham in all things. 2 And
Avraham said to his servant, the elder of his house, who controlled all that he had: 'Place, | pray
thee, your hand under my thigh. 3 And | will make you swear by Hashem, the God of heaven
and the God of the earth, that you shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the
Canaanites, among whom | dwell. 4 Rather to my land and to my birthplace shall you go and
take a wife for my son, for Isaac.'
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